Severe right ventricular dysfunction following pericardiocentesis for cardiac tamponade.
The accumulation of fluid in the pericardium in an amount sufficient to cause severe obstruction to blood inflow to the ventricles results in cardiac tamponade. In this condition, relief of intrapericardial pressure by pericardiocentesis usually dramatically improves cardiac output, and can be lifesaving. We report a case of a patient with malignant cardiac tamponade in which cardiogenic shock developed after pericardiocentesis due to severe right ventricular dysfunction.